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Mission Statement

The Minneapolis Grade School provides optimum learning opportunities for student growth.

Belief Statements

We believe . . .

· Time is needed to plan

· In equitable instruction for all students

· In providing the least restrictive environment for each student

· In treating people with dignity

· In using multi-sensory instructional techniques

· In helping students reach full potential

· In making a difference in students’ lives

· Failure should be perceived as an opportunity to grow and learn 

· Students should be given opportunities for academic risk taking and goal setting

· Parental involvement is crucial to student education

· In a school environment that is:

· Safe

· Rewarding

· Challenging

· Caring

PROLOGUE

Community Characteristics

GEOGRAPHIC FACTORS:

North Ottawa County Unified School District consists of approximately 418.5 square miles in northern Ottawa County.  Most of the county is a rural area consisting of farmland and pasture.  Delphos and Minneapolis are small rural communities.  Delphos is located 5 miles east of Highway 81 on Highway 41.  Minneapolis is located one mile east of Highway 81 on K106.  The proximity of the area to Salina has a great affect on population and opportunity financially, culturally, and recreationally.  Because of the rural setting, 51% of our students were transported by bus to attend school in 1999-2000.  The percentage of students transported by bus to attend school in 2000-2001 was 57%.  The percentage of students transported by bus to attend school in 2001-2002 was 55%.  The percentage of students transported by bus to attend school in 2002-2003 was 52%. The percentage of students transported by bus to attend school in 2003-2004 was 42%.  The percentage of students transported by bus to attend school in 2004-2005 was 42%.  The percentage of students transported by bus to attend school in 2005-2006 was 42%. The percentage of students transported by bus to attend school in 2005-2006 was 41%. The percentage of students transported by bus to attend school in 2005-2006 was 39%. This tends to suggest the rural population of students in North Ottawa County is declining.  


RECENT COMMUNITY/AREA CHANGE PATTERNS:

The continued effort for the Pan-American Highway System brought a four-lane highway approximately one mile from Minneapolis and five miles from Delphos.  A new edition was completed on the Minneapolis Grade School in January 1997.  The High School completed a new edition in 2001.

Initial school consolidation occurred in the 1960’s.  This resulted in a configuration consisting of three attendance centers: Minneapolis Grade School with Kindergarten through grade six; Delphos Attendance Center with Kindergarten through grade eight; and Minneapolis High School with grades nine through twelve.  All seventh and eighth grade students in the district attended school at the Delphos Attendance Center.

With declining enrollment, the district reconfigured to grade centers for the 1999-2000 school year.   Minneapolis Grade School housed Grades K through 4, Delphos Attendance Center housed Grades 5 through 8, and the Minneapolis High School housed Grades 9 through 12. 

On May 13, 2002, the Board of Education voted to close the Delphos Attendance Center at the end of the 2002-2003 school year.  A public petition placed a question regarding this closure on the ballot on November 5, 2002.  The decision to close the Delphos Attendance Center carried with a vote of 865 to 824.   In 2003-2004, Grades K through 6 were housed at the Minneapolis Grade School and Grades 7-12 were housed in the facility known previously as the Minneapolis High School. 

Ottawa County is comprised of two school districts.  Twin Valley School District is located in the southern part of Ottawa County.  Twin Valley has experienced an increase in school enrollment, thus it has become the larger of the two districts beginning with the 2000-2001 school year.  There has been an increase in housing development within the Twin Valley district.  This growth can be attributed to its close proximity to Salina.   

SOCIOECONOMIC FACTORS:

According to the 2002 Census, the median household money income in Ottawa County was $38, 009.  The percentage of persons below poverty was 8.6%.  The number of households was 2,430 with 2.46 persons per household.   

Labor statistics available through the Kansas Labor Market Information indicated the Annual Average of Unemployment in Ottawa County as follows: 

•  In 2000, the Annual Average of Unemployment was 3.1.

•  In 2001, the Annual Average of Unemployment was 3.7.

•  In 2002, the Annual Average of Unemployment was 4.0.

•  In 2003, the Annual Average of Unemployment was 4.4.

•  In 2004, the Annual Average of Unemployment was 4.9.

•  In 2005, the Annual Average of Unemployment was 4.5.

•  In 2006, the Annual Average of Unemployment was 3.5.

•  In 2007, the Annual Average of Unemployment was 3.5.

SCHOOL ENROLLMENT:
The Full Time Equivalency (FTE) in North Ottawa County School District is listed as follows: 


•  2000-2001 was 639.6


•  2001-2002 was 660.0


•  2002-2003 was 661.0

•  2003-2004 was 555.6

•  2004-2005 was 538.7

•  2005-2006 was 548.5

•  2006-2007 was 574.6

•  2007-2008 was 590.2.

The 2000-2001 percentages for nonresidents was 4.0% comprising 26 students.  Enrollment per square mile was 1.5.

The 2001-2002 percentages for nonresidents was 5.0% comprising 34 students.  Enrollment per square mile was 1.7.

The 2002-2003 percentages for nonresidents was 5.0% comprising 35 students.  Enrollment per square mile was 1.65.

The 2003-2004 percentages for nonresidents was 6.0% comprising 35 students.  Enrollment per square mile was 1.33.

The 2004-2005 percentages for nonresidents was 6.0% comprising 33 students.  Enrollment per square mile was 1.29.

The 2005-2006 percentages for nonresidents was 8.2% comprising 47 students.  Enrollment per square mile was 1.31.

The 2006-2007 percentages for nonresidents was 8.1% comprising 47 students.  Enrollment per square mile was 1.37.

The 2007-2008 percentages for nonresidents was 6.0% comprising 35 students.  Enrollment per square mile was 1.41.

POPULATION CHARACTERISTICS: 

The 2000 Census reported a total population of 6,163 in Ottawa County.  There has been a population increase (9.4%) in Ottawa County between 1990 and 2000.   Population reports from 1996-2000 indicate a five-year average of 11.6 births per 1,000 and 13.5 deaths per 1,000.  Population reports from 1997-2001 indicate a five- year average of 11.8 births per 1,000 and 13.3 deaths per 1,000.   The 2000 Census indicated the population of Minneapolis as 2,046 and Delphos as 469.  A report released for 2002 indicated the population of Minneapolis as 2,087 and Delphos as 472.  In 2007, the total population for Ottawa County was listed as 6,398. 

RACIAL AND ETHNIC FACTORS:

According to the 2000 Census, in Ottawa County, 97.5% of the population is White; 0.5% is Black; 0.1% is Asian; 0.4% is American Indian and Alaska Native, and 1.3% is Hispanic.  State reports indicate non-white ethnicity averaged 3% of enrollment at the Minneapolis Grade School in 2004-2005. In 2006-2007, state reports indicated non-white ethnicity averaged 5% of the enrollment at the Minneapolis Grade School. In 2007-2008, the state reports indicated non-white ethnicity averaged 9% of the enrollment at the Minneapolis Grade School.

FINANCIAL RESOURCES ISSUES:


The 2000 valuation for county levies in Ottawa County was $45,590,629.  Property tax rate in dollars for 2000 were: City - 41.397; County - 64.460; School - 33.123.

The 2001 valuation for county levies in Ottawa County was $46,521,326.  Property tax rate in dollars for 2001 were: City - 42.705; County – 70.669; School – 35.057.

The 2002 valuation for county levies in Ottawa County was $49,578,186.  Property tax rate in dollars for 2002 were: City - 42.085; County – 68.670; School – 32.139. 

The 2003 valuation for county levies in Ottawa County was $51,974,169.  Property tax rate in dollars for 2003 were: City - 42.439; County – 67.606; School – 31.458.

The 2004 valuation for county levies in Ottawa County was $53,678,028.  Property tax rate in dollars for 2004 were: City – 45.294; County – 69.794; School – 36.575.

The 2005 valuation for county levies in Ottawa County was $56,636,207.  Property tax rate in dollars for 2005 were: City – 52.209; County – 68.151; School – 37.226.

The 2006 valuation for county levies in Ottawa County was $57,588,889.  Property tax rate in dollars for 2006 were: City – 52.532; County – 68.930; School – 39.343.

The 2007 valuation for county levies in Ottawa County was $59,621,756.  Property tax rate in dollars for 2007 were: City – 52.240; County – 70.720; School – 52.234.

In March 2006, a bond issue for $9,485,000 failed.  Results reflected 517 yes votes (35%) and 966 no votes (65%). Proposed improvements included: (1) Construction, furnishing and equipping of a new 4-classroom addition and make other improvements, including renovation and upgrades of existing areas, kitchen renovation, repaving of the playground area, and parking improvements to the Minneapolis Grade School; (2) Construction, furnishing and equipping an addition to provide two new classrooms and expansion of and renovation of the cafeteria area and school office area and modernize and improve other areas of the Minneapolis Junior-Senior High School; (3) Acquisition and installation of technology upgrades and improvements to District facilities; (4) Make renovations and other improvements to the existing Minneapolis Junior-Senior High auditorium; (5) Construction, furnishing and equipping of an addition to the Minneapolis Junior-Senior High School building to provide new instrumental and vocal music rooms, a new 1,450-seat competition gymnasium, locker rooms, a  wrestling area, weight training area, and other storage and support spaces; (6) make all other necessary improvements appurtenant thereto the project. 

A Second Bond Issue was passed on November 7, 2006, in the amount of $5,473,000. Part of these funds will be used to add two classrooms and restrooms on the east wing and to renovate and upgrade the kitchen area and other areas of the west wing of the Minneapolis Grade School.  In addition, a portion of revenue from the Second Bond Issue will be used to acquire and install technology upgrades and improvements to District facilities.

COMMUNITY ATTITUDE TOWARD LEARNING: 
Community members were surveyed at the beginning and at the end of this cycle. In the 2003 survey, areas of note were in the handling of discipline in the district, informing parents of test results, and in the district preparing students for the future. The 2008 survey results found these three areas rated within the same general ranking as the other items on the survey. One-third of the 2008 surveys were returned unanswered. These surveys were from citizens representing the retired sector of the community. This sector expressed a lack of knowledge about the schools in the North Ottawa County District which prohibited them from completing the survey.
SITE COUNCIL:

Minneapolis Grade School has an active Site Council.  The Site Council has continuously monitored the progress of building improvement and profile development.  Concern for student achievement led to the development of a summer school program.  The first session was held in 1998.  The summer school program was thematic in nature with an emphasis on enrichment.  The goal of the summer school program was to encourage student success.  A Jumpstart program was added in 2000.  Jumpstart sessions are held during the two weeks prior to the school year.  One-on-one tutoring sessions are offered in Math and Reading.   

PARENT/TEACHER ORGANIZATION:

The Cub Backers, a parent/teacher organization was organized in the fall of 2001.  Their purpose is to support student learning at the Minneapolis Grade School.  Cub Backers have sponsored an annual school carnival to support school efforts.  They have assisted in playground improvement, technology, classroom support, and program services.

School Organization

BUILDING ORGANIZATION:

With reconfiguration, Minneapolis Grade School became a K-6 Building in 2003-2004.  Each year, grade configuration adjusted to address student population.  Grade configuration for 2008-2009 is as follows: There were two sections of Kindergarten.  One section met in the morning and one section met in the afternoon.  Each kindergarten session had the assistance of an aide.  There were two self-contained classrooms for Grades One, Two, and Six.  Third Grade, Fourth Grade and Fifth Grade had three self-contained classrooms.  Two paraprofessionals assist in Grades One and Two.  One paraprofessional assist in Grades Three through Six.    

SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICES:

Special Education Services are offered through the Central Kansas Cooperative of Salina.  Resource level service is provided for students with learning disabilities.  Personnel from the Cooperative provide services in speech and language, occupational/physical therapy, gifted education, and psychological testing.  A paraprofessional assists in the program.  Beginning in 2003-2004, Minneapolis Grade School had two resource rooms with two resource teachers.
SUPPORT:

Title Reading support is provided in Kindergarten through Grade Three.  Title Math support is provided in Grades Two through Six with Test Preparation Exercises provided in Grades One and Two.     

North Ottawa County employs a full-time school nurse.  The nurse is available as needed.  An annual vision test is done for all students.  The Central Kansas Cooperative performs an annual hearing check in Kindergarten through Grade Three.  New students, referred students, and special education students are tested. 

SCHEDULING:
Music and PE classes are scheduled every day for grades one through six.  Depending upon enrollment and available time, Kindergarten classes are scheduled into Music and PE.  A 25-minute session is scheduled daily for each class in the computer lab for computer aided instruction.  Each class is scheduled for 30 minutes of library service a week.  Health is incorporated in Physical Education.  

DAILY SCHEDULE:

Breakfast is offered from 7:45-8:10.  School is in session from 8:10-3:30 with a 20-minute lunch break. Due to construction, the school day was extended to 8:00-3:30 for the 2008-2009 school year.

VOLUNTEERS:
Through a high school intern program, student assistants are assigned to the school.  Individual teachers arrange for parent volunteers when needed.  
BUILDING TEAM:
The building team is instrumental in writing an individual intervention plan for students in need of remediation or enrichment.  At building team meetings, intervention strategies are developed to address student need.  Parents and students may be a part of the team.

AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM

During the 2006-2007, Minneapolis Grade School began “Skills for Student Success,” an After School Program. Students were selected by needs.  Fifty-one sessions were held throughout the year on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 3:30-4:45.  This program was sponsored through Regional Juvenile Justice Authority, Ottawa County Health Commission, and the Kansas Health Foundation.

ASSESSMENT:

There is Kindergarten screening for all incoming students using the assessment tool, Dial 3, Developmental Indicators for the Assessment of Learning.  

Classroom assessments are used to guide student learning through instructional improvement.  

Results from the Iowa Test of Basic Skills (ITBS) given in Spring 2004 provided baseline data for this cycle.   The ITBS was administered each spring in grades two through six.  Results were recorded in quartiles.  The percentage of students scoring above the 50th percentile was used for comparative purposes.  

The Kansas Assessments were given each spring.  Initially Math was administered in Grade 4; Reading was administered in Grades 5 and 8 and Writing was administered in Grade 5.  These results were recorded by student performance levels.  The percentage of students scoring in the categories of Satisfactory, Proficient, and/or Advanced was used for comparative purposes. 

In Spring 2006, the Kansas Assessments were changed. Reading and Math were administered in Grades Three, Four, Five and Six. The new categories for scoring are listed as follows: Exemplary, Exceeds Standard, Meets Standard, Approaches Standard, and Academic Warning.  An assessment for Writing was administered every other year in Grade 5.   

The Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early Literacy Skills (DIBELS) was administered to First Grade students each fall, mid-winter, and spring.  Scores from Fall 2005 provide baseline data for this cycle.

The STAR Reading Assessment was administered each fall and spring in Second, Third, Fourth, Fifth and Sixth Grade.  The percentage of students scoring above the 50th percentile was used for comparative purposes.  Scores from Fall 2004 provided baseline data for this cycle.

Grade Level Enrollment

2003-2008
	 
	2003-2004
	2004-2005
	2005-2006
	2006-2007
	2007-2008

	Kindergarten
	38
	37
	49
	37
	41

	First
	30
	39
	45
	50
	36

	Second
	51
	36
	42
	44
	51

	Third
	38
	51
	32
	42
	49

	Fourth
	57
	40
	53
	39
	44

	Fifth
	36
	58
	42
	53
	38

	Sixth
	36
	36
	64
	42
	63

	Entire Building
	286
	297
	327
	307
	339
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2003-2008

	 
	Low
	Middle to High

	2003-2004
	40
	60

	2004-2005
	41
	59

	2005-2006
	41
	59

	2006-2007
	43
	57

	2007-2008
	41
	59
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Educational Opinion Surveys
An in-house survey to determine educational attitudes was conducted in 2003.  Surveys were conducted with the community, parents, and students.  A shortened survey was given to primary students.  

Survey results indicated a positive attitude toward the educational process of the school.  Teacher effectiveness and quality of education were highly regarded.

The student perspective on school appearance and cleanliness reflected a slightly lower percentage than the perspective of patrons and parents. (Students-88%; Patrons 93%; Parents 99.5%)

There was slight concern regarding discipline among primary students and patrons.  Survey results indicated only 69% of these groups felt discipline was appropriate.   Responses from intermediate students and parents revealed a more positive outlook to building discipline.  (Intermediate Students 91%; Parents 98%)

This same in-house survey was conducted in 2008 with the community, parents, and students. Again the shortened survey was used with younger students.
As in the last survey, results indicated a positive attitude toward the educational process of the school. Teacher effectiveness and quality of education remained highly regarded in the follow up survey. 

School appearance and cleanliness received a higher ranking in the 2008 survey among all stakeholders. This change could be attributed to recent building renovation. 

A slight concern regarding discipline remained in the follow up survey primarily among the younger students. Results indicated 85% of the younger students thought discipline was appropriate.  Among older students, 93% indicated the discipline was appropriate. Ninety-five percent of parents felt discipline was handled appropriately, and 93% of the community members surveyed responded likewise. 
The in-house survey had no norming for comparative purposes. 

Adequate Yearly Progress 

Math

2002-2014
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